
The Justice Overture
_________________________________

For Concert Band

        his composition is very heroic. I wanted to depict justice, but I also wanted it to be an overture. I have always loved
        overtures. They really provide an interesting contrast, with the A theme, the contrasting B theme, and the original A theme
again. For the A theme, I went for a very heroic style. Trumpets and flutes get the melody, which is then passed to the woodwinds.
Then I decided to incorporate a percussion ostinato, something I have never done before in my music. Then I stated the melody again,
which transitions nicely into the B section of the overture. For this section, I really tried to bring out my inner Whitacre, connecting the
lines and overlaying the melodies to a big point. Then I restated the A melody, but this time in the low instruments, and then the piece
finishes off with a brass and woodwind melody, with a fairly nice finisher. 
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Instrumentation

Woodwinds

1st Flute                                                                                          
2nd Flute                                                                                  
Oboe                                                                                                  
Bassoon                                                                                          
1st B Clarinet                                     
2nd B Clarinet                                   
Bass Clarinet                                                        
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

Bells
Xylophone
Timpani
(E, B, B, D)
Percussion 1
(Snare & bass drum)

Percussion 2
Hi-Hat, Sus. Cymbals)

Percussion 3
(Concert Toms, Triangle,
Crash Cymbals)

Brass

1st B Trumpet
2nd B Trumpet
F Horn
1st Trombone
2nd Trombone 
Baritone (B.C.)
Baritone (T.C.)
Tuba

Percussion
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2

Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

B Trumpet 1

B Trumpet 2

F Horn

Trombone 1
2

Baritone

Tuba

Bells

Xylophone

Timpani
(E, B, B, D)

Percussion 1
(Snare & Bass drum)

Percussion 2
(Hi-Hat., Sus. Cym.)

Percussion 3
(Conc. Toms, Tri.,

Crsh. Cym.)
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f

f

f

f

f

Crash Cymbal
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ff

f

f

End Solo

>

>>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>
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





b b b

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1
2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

F Hn.

Tbn. 1
2

Btn.

Tuba

Bls.

Xyl.

Timp.

Perc. 1
(Sn. Bs. drum)

Perc. 2
(Cymbals)

Perc. 3
(Con. Tms, Tri.,

Crsh.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



w

w

∑

w

∑

Œ œ œ œ

∑

∑



w

w

Œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑



œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

∑



∑

∑

∑

f

w

Œ œ œ œ

∑

w

∑
w

∑

∑

Œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ

w

∑

∑

∑

jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙̇b ˙̇

˙b ˙

∑

˙̇b ˙̇

∑

˙b ˙

∑

∑

˙b ˙

˙ ˙

˙b ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ xæ

∑
p

p

w

Œ œ œ œ

w

w

w
w

w

w
Œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ

w
ww

w

w
Œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ

œ œ
jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó
Jœ

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

∑
f

f

w

.˙ œ

w

w

wb
w

w

wb
.˙ œ

.˙ œ

w
ww

wb

wb
œ Œ Œ œ

..˙̇ œœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

.œb œ ˙ œ.œ œb ˙b œ

.œb œ ˙ œ
˙b ˙

.œb œ ˙ œ.œ œb ˙b œ

˙b ˙
˙ ˙

˙b ˙

˙b ˙

.œb œ ˙ œ

.œ œb ˙b œ

˙ ˙
˙̇bb ˙̇

˙b ˙

˙b ˙
.œb œ ˙ œ

..œœb œœb ˙̇b œœ
jœb ‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ

jœ ‰ Œ æ̇
Jœ œ Œ
∑

Jœœ ‰ Œ Jœœ ‰ Œ

˙ .œ jœ˙b .œ Jœ

˙ .œb jœ
˙ .œ Jœ

˙ .œ jœ˙b .œ Jœ

˙b .œb
j
œ

˙b .œ Jœ

˙ .œ Jœ

˙b .œb jœ
˙ .œb jœ

˙b .œ jœ

˙b .œ jœ
˙̇ ..œœ Jœœ

˙b .œ Jœ

˙b .œ jœ

˙ .œb jœ

˙̇b .œ jœ

Jœb ‰ Œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ Œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

Ó Œ xæ

Jœœ ‰ Œ œœ œ œ œ œ

p

p

ww

w
w

ww

w
w

w

w

w

w

w
ww

w

w

w

w

jœ ‰ Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

Jx ‰ Œ Xæ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

f

f

Í

p

Í
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





b b b

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1
2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

F Hn.

Tbn. 1
2

Btn.

Tuba

Bls.

Xyl.

Timp.

Perc. 1
(Sn. Bs. drum)

Perc. 2
(Cymbals)

Perc. 3
(Con. Tms, Tri.,

Crsh.)



J
œœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

˙ ˙

J
œœ ‰ Œ Ó

˙ ˙
Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

˙ ˙

˙ ˙



Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

˙ ˙

˙ ˙

˙ ˙



jœœ ‰ Œ Ó
jœœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó



jœ ‰ Œ Ó
Jœ

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

Jœœ ‰ Œ Ó

f

f

f

Ó Œ œ

Ó Œ œ

˙b ˙

Ó Œ œ

˙b ˙
Ó Œ œ

˙b ˙

˙b ˙
Ó Œ œ

Ó Œ œ

Ó Œ œ

˙b ˙

˙b ˙

˙b ˙
∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ xæ

∑
p

p

Rit. ww

w

w

ww

w
w

w

w
w

w

w

ww

w

w
∑

∑

œ œ
jœ ‰ Œ Ó

jœ ‰ Œ Ó
Jœ

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

Jx ‰ Œ Ó
f

f

Œ œ œ œ

∑
wb

wwb

∑

wb

wb

∑

∑

∑

∑
wb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

F

P

P

Moderato

P

Solo

P

Cue - Tenor Sax

Cue - Bassoon

P 1 player

h=50
52 ˙ ˙

∑
w

wwb

∑

w

wb

∑

∑

∑

∑
wb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Rit.

Lightly hit the sus. Cymbal

w

∑
w

ww

∑

w

w

∑

∑

∑

∑
w

∑

∑

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

∑

∑

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

j1 ‰ Œ Ó
Triangle

Œ œ œ œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Emotional

(Solo) Dolce

œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1 Œ Ó

Œ œ œ œb

∑

Ó
˙

Ó ˙̇

∑

Ó ˙b

Ó ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó
˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

P

P

P

P

Play

(Cue)

58>

>

> >

>

> >
>

>
>

> >
>

>

>

> >

> >

> >

>

>

> >

>

> > >

> >

> >
>

>

>

> >

> >

> >

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U "

U "
U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "
U "

U "

U "

"

"

U "

U "

"

"

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "

U "
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





b b b

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1
2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

F Hn.

Tbn. 1
2

Btn.

Tuba

Bls.

Xyl.

Timp.

Perc. 1
(Sn. Bs. drum)

Perc. 2
(Cymbals)

Perc. 3
(Con. Tms, Tri.,

Crsh.)



œ œ œ œ

∑
˙b ˙

˙b ˙˙ ˙

∑

˙ ˙

˙b ˙

∑



∑

∑

∑
˙b ˙

∑

∑



∑

∑

∑



∑

∑

∑

w

∑
wb

wbwb

∑

w

wb

∑

∑

∑

∑
wb

∑

∑

œb œ œ œb jœ ‰ Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

1 Œ Ó

End Solo

Œ œ œ œb

Ó œ œb

Ó ˙

Ó ˙̇

Ó ˙

Ó ˙b

Ó ˙

Ó ˙

Ó œ œb

∑

∑

Ó ˙̇

∑

∑

Œ œ œ œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

P

P

Cue - Oboe

Cue - Bass Clarinet & Bari Sax
P

1 player

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
˙ ˙

˙b ˙˙ ˙

˙b ˙
˙ ˙

˙ ˙

˙b ˙

œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

˙ ˙˙b ˙

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w
wb

œ œb œb œwb

wb
w

wb

wb

w

∑

∑

wb wb

∑

∑

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

f Solo Dolce

∑

∑

˙ ˙

˙ ˙œb œ ˙

˙b ˙
Ó œ œb

˙ ˙

˙b ˙
∑

∑

Ó œ œb

˙ ˙
˙b ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

F

F

P

P

P

End Solo

∑

∑

˙ ˙

˙̇b ˙̇

˙ ˙
œ œb œ œb

˙ ˙

˙ ˙
∑

∑

œ œb œ œb

˙̇b ˙̇

˙ ˙

˙ ˙
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

P

P

P
Play

Ó œb œb

Ó œb œb

˙b ˙b

˙̇ ˙̇b

˙b ˙b
œ œb ˙

˙ ˙b

˙b ˙b

Ó œb œb
Ó œb œb
œ œb ˙

˙̇ ˙̇b

˙b ˙b

˙b ˙b
∑

∑

∑

∑

Xæ Jx ‰ Œ

Ó 1 Œ

f

p

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

f

f

f

P

Play
Dolce

Dolce

Dolce

Dolce

œb œ œb œ
œb œ œb œ

.˙b œ

.˙ œœb ˙ œ

.˙b œb
wb

.˙ œ

.˙b œb
œb œ œb œ
œb œ œb œ
wb
..˙̇ œœ

.˙b œ

.˙b œ
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1 Œ 1 Œ

F

F

U

U

U

UU

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U

U
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





b b b

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1
2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

F Hn.

Tbn. 1
2

Btn.

Tuba

Bls.

Xyl.

Timp.

Perc. 1
(Sn. Bs. drum)

Perc. 2
(Cymbals)

Perc. 3
(Con. Tms, Tri.,

Crsh.)



w

w

w

wwb

w
Œ œ œ œb

w

w


w

w
Œ œ œ œb

wwb

w

w



∑

∑

∑



∑

∑

1 Œ 1 Œ

Ó œ œb

Ó œ œb

w

˙̇ œ œb

w
w

w

w
∑

∑

w
ww

w

w
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1 Œ Ó

P

P

P

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.˙b - œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.˙b - œ-

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

P

P

P

P

P

P
Cue - Bass Clarinet & Bari Sax

70

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.˙b - œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.˙b - œ-

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.-̇ œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.-̇ œ-
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.-̇ œ-

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.-̇ œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.-̇ œ-
Ó œ œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

.-̇ œ-

Ó œ œb
Ó œ œb

∑

∑

Ó Xæ

∑
p

p

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.˙b - œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-
˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-
˙ œ œb
˙ œ œb

∑

∑

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

∑

F

F

F

F

F

FF

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

P

Play

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.˙b - œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-
˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.˙b - œ-
˙ œ œb
˙ œ œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

˙ œ œb

.-̇ œ-
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.-̇ œ-
˙ œ œb

œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙
œ œb ˙

œ œb ˙

.-̇ œ-
˙ œ œb
˙ œ œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb

œ œb œ œ

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb
œ œb œ œ

œ œb œ œ

˙ œ œb
˙ œ œb

œ œb œ œ

œ œb œ œ
œ œb œ œ

œ œb œ œ

˙ œ œb

˙ œ œb
˙ œ œb

.æ̇ œb

wwææ
Xæ

∑

Rit.

p

p

p

> > >U

> > >U

> > > >U

> > >U

> > >

U

>
>
>
>U

> > > >U

> > >
U

> > >U

> > > >
U

> > > >
U

> > > >U

> > > >U

> > >
U

> > >
U

U

UU

U

U

10

Cop
yri

gh
t 

Prot
ec

ted
 

BR M
us

ic 

Serv
ice

s



&

&
?

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&

&
?







b b b

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

Fl.

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1
2

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

F Hn.

Tbn. 1
2

Btn.

Tuba

Bls.

Xyl.

Timp.

Perc. 1
(Sn. Bs. drum)

Perc. 2
(Cymbals)

Perc. 3
(Con. Tms, Tri.,

Crsh.)



Œ œ œ œb

Œ œ œœ
œœbb

˙b ˙

Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

w
Œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙

w



Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

Œ œ œ œb

Œ œ œ œ

˙̇b ˙̇

˙ ˙

w



Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

œ Œ Ó



œ Œ Óœ

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

Jx ‰ Œ Ó

Opt.

ƒ

ƒ

f

ƒ

f
ƒ

f

f

ƒ

ƒ

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

Crash Cymbal

78

(Upper Oct Optional)

(Upper Oct Optional)

œ œ œ œ

œœ
œœ œœ œœ
˙ ˙

œœ
œœ œœ œœ

˙b ˙
.˙ œ

˙ ˙

˙b ˙
œœ
œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ
.˙ œ

˙̇ ˙̇

˙b ˙

˙b ˙
œœ œ œ œœ
œœ
œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

ww
w

ww

wb
.˙b œ

wb

wb
ww

w
.˙b œ

wwb

wb

wb
ww
ww

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ œ œ œb

Œ œ œœ
œœbb

˙b ˙

Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

w
.˙ œ

˙ ˙

w
Œ œœ
œœ
œœbb

Œ œ œ œb
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Concert Band Works by Trenton Rhodes

CB001                        The Light (Gr.2)
CB002                        Eiciam Tutum (Drive Safe) (Gr.4)
CB003                        Lost, Then Found (Gr.2)
CB004                        Justice Overture (Gr.2)
CB005                        The Journey (Gr.2)

All titles $37.50 and available from:

BR Music Services

www.brmusicservices.com
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